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The subject I now intend to write about is too big and terrible to be grasped
in its entirety. Undoubtedly, lawyers, physicians, historians and politicians
will investigate this frightful affair for a long time to come, and the entire
scope and all the details of this German crime against humanity as revealed
by these investigations will come to light in the future. At present I am not
in possession of all the facts or anything like all the figures; I have conversed

* with, perhaps, only a hundredth part of the witnesses and have seen, perhaps,
only a tenth part of the actual traces of this crime.. But having seen only this
I cannot remain silent, I cannot wait. I ‘want to speak at once, today, about
the first traces of this crime that have been revealed, about what I have heard
. , - during the past few days, and about what I have seen with my -own eyes.

1.

L -

At the end of 1940 several officers of the German SS troops ai)peared with
surveyor’s instruments on a vast tract of wasteland stretching to the right of
the Cholm Road, two kilometres from Lublin. Several days later they had
measured off an area covering ahout twenty-five square kilometres. At the

- Gestapo the plan of this plot was divided up into sixteen enormous squares,
each of which was again divided into twenty rectangles of equal size. These
rectangles marked the sites of barracks, the squares those of what were called
“fields,” which were to be completely surrounded by barbed wiré fences. This
plan’ bore the heading, which was afterwards obliterated: “Dachau Camp
No. 2.” The Gestapo began the construction here of a concentration camp of
unprecedented dimensions, which was to be an. exact copy of the notorious
Dachau Camp in Germany; but several times the size, of the latter.

Building operations commenced in the winter of 1941. At first a number
of Polish civilian engineers and labourers were employed on this job, but soon

“ to these were added, as the main body of workers, Polish and Jewish prisoners
of war who had been captured during the German-Polish war of 1939. Approxi-
mately in Augusi 1941 the first thousand Russian prisoners of war and ci-
vilians were brought into the camp as labourers. By this time the first field,
-or “first block” as the Germans called it, was half completed. In it there were

g ten barracks. Building operations continued throughout the autumn of 1941

2 and ‘the winter of 1942. > ; :

The number of labourers employed on the job gradually increased. Saon
after the Russians came large groups of Czech and Polish political prisoners,
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transferred from

s or
other camps, where the majority had been confined oV
since 1933, In the autumn of 1941 the first

ed to arrive from Bohemia, Austria and Germ;;z;:
Building operations Were conducted with the greatest intensity, and by

barracks Nos. 1,2, 3 and 4, calculated to accommodate forty thousand pereonly /
were finished. s

! : &
May 1942 must b, Tegarded as the end of the first stage of the h;stol’Yd‘l’o
this camp, This had been the stage of feverish building operations, anduﬂi.
striving to increase the general capacity of the camp. Now that barracks s
cient to accommodate forty th,

the
ousand ‘persons had been completed, t‘.hat,rca
main, auxiliary anq special buildings had been erected and that the entire

had been Surrounded by a double fence of barbed wire, for the most part ele¢"

7 tin=
apo deemed the camp ready to commence operations. It con

» but the tempo of the building operatlion’:
was reduced. From May 1942 onwards the camp was enlarged gradually, “]'.
out haste, and all sores of “improvements” were introduced. In May tion
this camp, which in official documents vyqg designated “Lublin Concentra =
»” began, in unofficial documents; in Pfivat‘?”letl:ich,
s to be called “Vernichtungslager,” w

On the wasteland stretching to the Tight of the Cholm Road, two kﬂomefiz
from Lublin, the Germans built the Jargest slaughter house in Europe, the ? ri-
the sole object of whi terminate the largest possible number of P
Soners of war and politi i

2ers in the simplest, most efficient and spe
iest way, The form in which thj

~e8pects, and although the diffe
be foundrin a]] th, other Germ

were the frighyfy] methods of h
ent in such 3 ¢

. < a
18 camp was organized was peculiar in

d
Tent elements of which it was composed c‘:;]r’
an death camps, in none of the latter, howe e
Uman destruction invented by the Germans gofm
mplete and, 50 t, speak, so combined and so obvious &

: ibor.
as in this Lubli, “Extermination Camp.” We know of places like Sabibo%s
or Beliec, where in an open

ere
glade in the depths of a wood doomed people :: .
brought by the trainlgad 0% 8 harfow-gauge railway and shot and crem
eare awar,

“ 88°
e of the existence of camps like Dachau, Qswiencim and the Gr;fﬂ'
lazarett” i, Slawuta, where civilian prisoners and prisoners of war were
dually done ¢, death by beatj

: 1ng, starvation and disease. In the Lublin r
termination Camp,” however, they combined all these methods. In tl{e barr PoT
here lived tens of thousands of Prisoners who were continually building,

. i war
Panding ang Te-shaping their prison. Here lived thousands of prisoners of
Who, commencing with the au

and receivi

ere
of starvation and disease with frightful rapidity. Here there W
fields of death, wi i




The fumace in which the German buichers cremaled their viclims.

tens of thousands of people were exterminated after haying been in the camp
only a few hours, or days, according to the size of the contingent and the time

required to search and strip them naked. Here there was the ordinary .type of
“murder van,” and also strongly built concrete casemates for suffocating peo-
ple to death with a gas called “CyKklon.” Here corpses wetre burnt in the an-
cient Indian way, by the most primitive method—a layer of stakes a layer of
corpses, a layer of stakes a layer of corpses. Here corpses were burnt'in crema-
tion furnaces of a primitive type made in the form of large iron cauldrons, and
in an especially built and perfected crematorium for “blitz-cremation.” Here
people were shot in ditches and killed by blows across the neck with iron rods
which broke their spines. Here people wer¢ drowned in pools and hanged by
various means, beginning with ordinary cross-tree gallows and ending with
improved gallows with levers and trapdoors.This wgs a veritable slaughter house,
the daily number of deaths in which was regulated by two circumstances:
first—the number of arrivals in the camp, and secondly, the number of labour-
ers re(.pxired at the different stages of the indefinitely continuing building
operations,

The exact number will be ascertained later, but certain preliminary
figures are coming to light even now. In all, the camp functioned for over three
years. When the Red ‘Army arrived in Lublin it found there only several hun-
dred Russians, According to the evidence of witnesses, when we reached Kovel
last spring, the Germans evacuated from twelve thousand to sixteen thousand

prisoners from the camp. Even if we take the figure of sixteen thousand there -

must have been no fewer thai seventeen thousand persons in the camp towards
the end of its existence. Judging by the daily reports of the Commandant,
however, the average number of prisoners in the camp at one time in 1943° was
about forty thousand, fluctuating at different periods by several thousand one
way or the other. If we take the total number of persons entering the camp
during the three years odd we will find that the difference between seventeen
thousand angd the number of persons brought to the camp will amount to many
hundreds of thousands. This approximately will be the number of persons
exterminated in the camp, not counting those who went to their death imme-

diately on entering without being registered as prisoners. All the above data

are taken from the official reports of the camp administration for the whole
period of the camp’s existence. :
In speaking of the arrival of prisoners during the initial stages of the build-
ing of this camp I referred to May 1942. In April and May 1942 large contin-
gents of Jews arrived in the camp from the Lublin and surrounding ghettos.
During the summet another eighteen thousand persons arrived from Slovakia
and Bohemia. In July 1942 the first contingent arrived of Poles who were
accused of engaging in partisan activities. This contingent .alone numbeted
fifteen hundred. In the same month a large contingent of political prisoners ar-
rived from Germany. In December 1942 several thousands of Jews and Greeks
arrivéd from the Oswiencim Camp near Cracow. On January 17, 1943, fifteen
hundred Polish men and four hundred women arrived from Warsaw. On Feb-
ruary 2, nine hundred and fifty Poles arrived from Lvov. On February 4, four
thousand Poles and Ukrainians arrived from Taloma and Tarnopol. In May
1943 a contingent of sixty thousand arrived from the Ghetto in Warsaw. All
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through the summer and autumn of 1943, with intervals of only severa] days,
transports arrived from all the principal camps in German)'—Axenhausen,
‘Dachau, Flossenburg, Neuhamm, Grossenrosen and Buchenwald. N, contin-
gent: contained less than a thousand (persons. The people in the camp learned
from where these new arrivals had come not only fl"{m what. they said, but also
from their external appearance. Each camp had left s SQeelal impress Upon its
inmates. For example, it was the custom at the O%wxencxm Camp to shave the
heads of all the prisoners, including women, and msfead of hanging 5 number
round their necks, they branded the number on fhelf hands. The People who
came from Buchenwald could not bear the sunlight. There was a branch of
this camp known as “Dora” where, there was an underground factory at \ 1 :ch
s s e flying bombs were manufactured. In this factory only Slavs,
mainly Poles and Russians,, ere employed. The.y were never alloweq to see
the light of day, and within six months their eyesight be.came 80 bad that they
were 1o longer fit for work and were sent in whole contingents to th, “Exter-
mination’ Camp” in Lublin, ;

I have mentioned only a few figures and several camps not in order to com-.

pute the exact number of people exterminated, but only to give the Teader at
least some idea of this horrible picture. In addition to this, a few words prust
be said about the nationalities of the people who were cénfined in this ¢camp..
A’large number of those exterminated were Poles. Among them were hostages,
" partisans, real and alleged, the relatives of partisans, and a vast Dumher of
peasants, particularly deportees from the districts which were being colopized
by the Germans. Then comes a vast number 8f Russians and Ukrainjans-
Equally large is the number of exterminated Jews, assembled in this camp from
literally all the countries of Europe, beginning with Poland and ending ith
Holland. Then come imposing figures, each exceeding several thousands,
of  French, Italians, Dutch and Greeks. There were smaller numberss
although large in themselves, of Belgians, Serbians, Croatians, Hungarjans
and Spaniards, the latter evidently Republicans who had been <aptured it

France. Furthermore, among the papers of people who had been killeq pave .

been found those belonging to the most diverse nationalities, such ag Norwe-
gians, Swiss, Tarks, and ‘even Chinese. In one of the rooms of the cémp offices»
the floor of which was heaped with documents, passports and identity certifi-
catds of people who had heen killed, I picked up these documents-at rapdom»
and within ten minutes I had collected documents which had belonged ‘to rep-

Tesentatives of nearly all the nations of Europe. Here was the Passport of S0~

phia Y.alfovlevna Dusevich, of the village of Konstantinovka, Kjev RegioD»
a Ukrainian Working woman, born in 1917. Here I found a document bearing
the seal: “République Frangaise,” which had belonged to. Eugéne Duramets

a Frenchman, metal worker, born in Havre, September 22, 1888. Here was £ .

certificate issued by a school in Banja-Luka to Ralo Zanié of the Islamic faif{”
Wh? had graduated from the school in 1937. The certificate was marked “dohar>
Wwhich means “good,” for “conduct, natural history and calligraphy.”® He*®
A‘t’;:lﬂ & Passport issued in Croatia to Jatiranovié, born in Zagreb, who receiv:
:orn in Rotterdam on November 10, 1918. Here was a document which had

6

is document on January 2, 1941. Here was the passport of Jacob Borhard?s

elonged. to Edward Alfred Sacca, born in 1914, in Milan, 29 Via Plini®

* “height 175, build thick-set, no special peculiarities.” Here was certificate
No. 8544 issued to Savaranti, a Greek from the Island of Crete. Here was a
German passport issued to Ferdinand Lotmann, an engineer from Berlin, born
on August 19, 1872. Here was a labour book bearing the stamp “General-
gouvernement,” which had belonged to Zygmunt Remz,lk, a Pole, labourer,
born in Cracow on March 20, 1924. Here there was a Chinese doqument bearing
a photograph, the ideographs of which I could not read. Here were documents
stained with blood and sodden with water, torn in half, and evidently trampled
underfoot. This frightful heap of documents was the grave mound of Europe,
squeezed into one room,

It is hard even to imagine the horrible details that can be revealed by a
close examination of these documents and interrogation of innumerable witness-
es. Perhaps here will be found the traces of some of the greatest men of Europe
who have disappeared and perished during the period of German rule. I stayed
at this camp only a few days and conversed with only an infinitesimal fraction
of the witnesses there. But even during these few days I heard the following
astounding story. Two engineers from Lublin who were employed as hired
civilian engineers at the camp when the drains were being laid; a Russian
named Peter Mikhailovich Denisov and a Pole named Claudius Jelinski,
told me, among other things, that at the end of April, or beginning of May,

¢ 1943, they were in the building materials store ‘at the camp and there met a

Jew from Lublin with whom both had been acquainted in peacetime. This
Prisoner was carrying planks to the store. He turned to the two enginéers and
pointing to a broken down old man, also carrying a plank, said:

“Do you know who that old man is? That’s Léon Blum.” :

Noticing that there were.no SS men around, the two engineers approached
the old man and the following conversation ensued::

“Are you Léon Blum?” asked Denisov. :

. “Yes, I am Léon Blum.”

“Prime Minister of France?”

“Yes, Prime Minister of France.”

“How did you get here?” :

“I came here with the last contingent of French prisoners.”

“Why did you not make an attempt to save yourself in your own country?
Couldn’t you do that?” asked Denisov. Y 7

“I don’t know, perhaps I could,” answered Léon Blum, “but I resolved to
share the fate of my people,”—and tears appeared in his eyes.

At this 'junctm-e several SS men came up. With the aid of another man,
Blum h’astil)? lifted the heavy inch plank-he was carrying and went off. After
walking a few paces he stumbled and fell. One of the prisoners nearby helped
him to rise. He got up on his feet, shouldered the plank again and: went on
further. : ‘

Denisov and Jelinski visited this store a week later and again saw' the man
who had pointed out Léon Blum to them. They enquired where the latter was,
The man answered laconically, pointing to the sky:

“Up there, where I shall be soon.” .

Tnis is only one fact about life in this death camp—a stubborn fact,.
confirmed in al,'l its details by two witnesses who are now in Lublin. How many
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frightful revelationé concerning the fate of p.eople in_t.he most di\;erse walks'
of life, from the most diverse parts of Europe, will be made’'when all the ma-
terials are unearthed and all the witnesses interrogated? :

2.

Travelling along the Cholm Road, about three hundred metres on the right

off the road, one catches sight of a whole town, of hundreds of low grey buildingss -

built in straight rows, separated from each other by barbed wire fences, This
is indeed a big town, large enough to house tens of thousands of inhabitants.
You turn from the road, pass through an opening in a barbed wire fence and
enter through a'gate. The first thing that catches one’s eye are rows of neat huts
standing in pretty little gardens furnished with rustic armchairs and benches-
These had been the living quarters of the SS guards and the camp officials. Here

too is the “Soldatenheim,” a small barrack-like building especially built to.

serve as a brothel, the inmates of which were taken exclusively from among
the women prisoners, and where any one of those who showed signs of preg-
nancy was immediately put out of the way.

Then came prenrises where the clothes taken from the prisoners were disin-
fected. Tubes were passed through the roofs down which disinfectants were
poured into the premises, after which the doors were hermetically sealed and the
process of disinfection was performed. This was actually so: the walls of these
barracks, built of planks, and the doors without any, iron fastenings,:
were all too flimsy to enable anything else to be done here except to disinfect

clothing.

-
—F——————

Nt

But we opened another door and entered a second disinfection chamber

built on entirely different lines. This was a rectangular chamber a little over

two metres high, and approximately six metres long and six metres wide.’
The walls, the ceiling and floor were all made of solid, gtéy concrete. In the first
building we had seen shelves for the clothing, but here there was not a sign
of anything of the kind. The chamber was completely bare. There was only
one large steel door which closed hermetically and was fastened on the outside
by heavy steel bolts. Ia the walls of this concrete tomb there were three aper-
tures, two of them were tubes passing through the wall to the outside, and 2
third, which wa$ a peephole. This small rectangular window was protected by
a close steel grill built into the concrete. The thick glass of this window was
on the outside of the wall, so that nobody inside the chamber could reach it

through the: grill. el

What was on the other side of the peephole? To find out we opened the doof. -

and went out of the room. Next to this room we found a smaller concrete cham-
ber, and it was here that the peephole was fixed. In it there was also a switch

_connected with an electric lamp in the main chamber. Through the peephole

-a view could be obtained of the whole of the latter. On the floor there were
several hermetically sealed round boxes bearing a label with the inscription
“Cyklon” and beneath it in small print “For special use in the Eastern
Regions.” It was the contents of these boxes that were poured through the
tubes into the next chamber when it was ‘filled with people. PR
3 :

s

These people were quite naked, and pressed close against each other they
did not take up a lot of room. Into this thirty-six square metres of space the
Germans crammed over two hundred and fifty persons. They pushed them into
the chamber, closed the steel door upon them, smeared clay over the edges to
ensure that it was completely airtight, and then a special gang wearing gas
masks poured the “Cyklon” from the round boxes through the tubes. These were
small, blue, innocent looking crystals, which, combined with oxygen, immedi- ,
ately gave off a poison gas which affected all the organs of the human body,
The “Cyklon” was poured down the tubes, the SS man in command of this hell-
ish operation switched on the light, the chamber became illuminated, and:
through the peephole he watched the process of asphyxiation, which, accord-
ing to different witnesses, lasted from two to ten minutes. Through the peep-'

" hole he could safely see everything—the contorted faces of the dying and the

gradual effects of the gas. The peephole was fixed at a height level with an or-
dinary man’s eye and there was no need for the observer to look downwards,
for as the victims died they did not fall—the chamber was so crammed that
the dead continued to stand. »

Incidentally, the “Cyklon” was really intended for disinfecting purposes.
Clothing was actually disinfected with it. As far as that is concerned, everything
was all in order. It is an entirely, different story when this stuff is used on hu-
man beings. : ; i

We walked on several hundred paces and came to a vacant plot. Certain
signs went to show that some building or other had stood here before. Yes,
up to last autumn there had been a crematorium here, but in the autumn an-
other crematorium of an' improved type—which we visited later—was com-
pleted and this one was demolished. It had been a primitive structure of inades
quate capacity, far smaller than the well-planned and perfected gas (.:bamb.er.
This crematorium had been simply a large hut with a cement floor in which
two huge iron cauldrons had been placed side by side on brick foundations.
But the process of incineration in these cauldrons had been too slow. True,
the Germans did not wait until the bones of the corpses had been converted into
ashes, but even the decomposition of the bodies into charred bones took about
two hours,and this was too long.Fourteen corpses were put into the two cauldrons
at once, so that this crematorium could handle no more than a hundred and
fifty in the twenty-four hours, whereas the gas chamber éven with only one

““gasification,” as they say here, could handle three hundred in the same time.

Consequently, before the new crematorium was built it was necessary, whgn
large parties had to be disposed of, to cart a large number of the corpsesin
trucks to a field outside the camp and bury them.

The fence of which I have spoken consists o i
posts connected with bathed wire, which is bent over at thfa top !Lkg eaves.
There is a space of two metres between the two rows of posts,in which' there is
a third row of barbed wire running diagonally from the top of one post to the
bottom of the other. This row of wire was placed on insulators and electrified.
A current of death-dealing power was run through it which excluded all
possibility of escape..

This electrification system was not introduced at once.The barbed wire fences
were put up from the very beginning, but no electric current was passed through

£ two rows of four-metre
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them, The introducfion of electricity was the result of the following episode.

. In May 1942 a party of Russian prisoners of war sent to the Krembecki Woods, -

near this camp, to bury the bodies of prisoners who had been shot, killed seven

of the German guards with their spades and escaped. Two of them Were caught,
but the other fifteen got away. The remaining one hundred and thirty Prisoners |

of war (the only survivors of the thousand that had been brought here ip August
1941) were transferred to the civilian prisoners’ block. One night, at the end
of June, realizing that they were doomed anyhow, the Russian wyar pri-
Soners—all except fifty—decided to escape. Collecting all the available blan-

\

kets, they placed them five thick over the barbed wire fences and using them as a

* bridge managed to get away. The night was dark and only four were shot, the
‘rest made good their escape. Immediately after this the fifty men whe had re-

mained were taken out into the courtyard, compelled to lie down on the T
and were shot with tommy guns. The Germans, however, were not satisfieq with
this, The fact remained that there had been a successful attempt at escape and
80 they electrified the fences of four out of the five blocks. Only one block re-

mained un-electrified; the one in which women were confined, as it was not

considered likely, that they would make any attempt to escape.

We are now gutside the new auxiliary block. It is not so thoroughly fenced off
as the others, Incidentally, there is nothing surprising about this; here were
brought the dead or half-dead, or those who were to be put to death, under 3
Strong guard. Here, behind this barbed wire, nobody except the SS men and the
Crematorium attendants lived more than an hour. In the middle of a bare field
WeSee rearing up a tall, square, brick chimney stack with a lon.g, low, brick rect
angular building attached to it. This is the crematorium. It is preserved in all
1t8 pristine beauty. :

A little beyond it are the remains of a large brick building. During the few

ours that Temained betweén the receipt of the news that our troops had Pierced
the Germap defences and. the arrival of our troops at this spot, the Germans made
attg,mPts to wipe out the traces of their crimes. They failed. to blow up the cre-
Matorium, byt managed to set fire to the auxiliary premises. This, however,
hias not made t,he traces of their crimes less evident. The fl‘ightful stench of
decaying bodies flls the air. : :
€ auxiliary premises of the crematorium consist of .three main chambers.
One of them is filled with the half-burnt remnants of clothing which had belonged
to the last party which had been put to death, and which the Germans had
Hot had time ¢4 take away. In the next room only part of a wall had been pre-
served. In thjs wall there were fixed several tubes of a smaller diameter than
those we hag seen in the other gas chamber. This too had been a gas chamber, and

here toq People had been asphyxiated (whether with “Cyklon” or some other kind

of gas has noy yet been ascertained). When an exceptionally large number of peo-
Ple were being pyt to death and the main gas chamber was unable to deal" with
all of ther, some of the people were brought here and “gassed” right next to the

- CTematorjyyy, The third and largest chamber was evidently used for piling the *

Corpses Waiting their turn to be cremated. The whole floor was covered with half-

Scorched skeletons, gkulls and bones. This was not the result of deliberate crema-

tion by Was due to the fire which the Germans started before they left. There
st have heey o large number of corpses—scores, perhaps hundreds, it is hard to
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say, because it is impossible to count this heap of half-charred bones and frag-
ments of half-burnt flesh. ; 3

A few paces bring us to the crematorium itself. It is a large rectangular build-
ing built of Dinas bricks of the highest fireproof quality. Built into this struc-

. ture are five large furnaces with round iron doors, which close hermetically.

These doors are now open. The deep furnaces are half-filled with charred spinal
bones and ashes. In front of each furnace lie the charred remains of hodies which
the Germans had prepared for cremation. They were burnt as a consequence of
the fire which the Germans had started. In front of three of the furnaces there are
large skeletons of adult men and women, and in front of the two others the skele-
tons of children, judging by their size, approximately of ten to twelve years of
age. In front of each furnace there are five or six skeletons. This corresponds to
the capacity of the furnaces. Each was calculated to take six corpses at a time.
If the sixth corpse would not go in, the attendant hacked off the protruding
parts—arms, legs, or head—and then hermetically closed the door. :
There are five furnaces in all, but their capacity is very large. The cremator-
ium was calculated to incinerate the corpses within forty-five minutes, but the
Germans gradually increased therate and by’ increasing the temperature they

.doubled its capacity. Tley succeeded in securing the incineration of corpses in
. twenty-five minutes and even less, instead of forty-five minutes as before. Ex-

perts have already examined the Dinas bricks of which the furnaces of this cre-
matorium arebuilt, and judging by their deformation and degeneration they cal-
culate that the temperature must have been as high as 1,500° C. Further evidence
is provided by the iron stokers which were also deformed and smelted off. If we
calculate that on the average each consignment of corpses was incinerated within
half an hour and add the universal testimony that beginning with the autumn
of 1943 the chimney of the crematorium belched smoke day and night without
interruption, that it worked continuously like a blast’ furnace, we shall get an
average output capacity of approximately one thousand four hundred corpses
per twenty-four hours.

The necessity of building: this crematorium was dictated, to a large degrf:e,
by the Katyn Woods affair. Fearing further revelations when the pits in which .
they had buried their victims were' opened, the Germans in this Lublin Camp
began, in the autumn of 1943, to exhume the half-decayed bodies of the people
they had shot from an enormous number of pits dug around the camp and bun}t
them in the crematorium in order to wipe out completely the traces of their
crimes. . :

The ashes and charred bones were removed from the furnaces of the cremator-
ium and buried in the same pits from which the bodies had been taken. _One of
these pits has already been opened ‘and a layer of ashes nearly a metre thick was
discovered. : : )

Beyond the camp there is still another unfinished block. Here, behind a.barbed
wire fence, there is only a brick foundation. The walls had not been buxh-:, _:zpd
only one hut had been finished in which there were no bunks whatever. This hut
had not been inhabited. Nevertheless, it is probably the most frightful evidence
of what took place here. The floor of this hut, twenty or thirty metres wide and
long, is completely covered to a height of over two metres with the footwear of

. those who have been done to death during the past three years. It is hard to say
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‘Tepresentatives have done.

. one-hundredth Part of the evide

how many pairs of boots and shoes there are here. Perhaps a million, ?C;:’:]‘g:
more. The building seems to be bursting with its contents, for they A
and drop out of the windows and through the door. In one .Place the waf bg £
way under their weight, and part of it fell out together with heaps of boo
and: shoes. : : : ,
Here there is every kind of f ootwear: torn Russian army topboots, Polish 3”;:3
boots, men’s shoes, women’s shoes, rubber overshoes, and, what is more frig ¢
ful, tens of thousands of children’s footwedr: sandals, slippers and tiny shoes ‘i)s
ten-year-old, eight-year-old, six-year-old and even one-year-old cl.nldren‘. It 2
hard to imagine anything more frightful than this scene.Terrible silent u‘ltl‘lcsb’
s to the death of hundreds of thousands of Mmen, women and children. By elim £
ing over the heaps of hoots and shoes and reaching the right hand corner of the hut
the explanation of the existence of this monstrous shoe store will be found ‘j‘_
once. Here, carefully stacked, are thousands anq tens of thousands of soles, up
boots and shoes which were no longer fit f:(;
use were collected and sorted and the soles, uppers, heels, and so forth., ripp
off. Like everything else in this death camp, this store was built for a utilitarian

object. Nothing that belonged to the killed was to be wasted—neither their
clothing, nor their £ i

fourth thousands of women’s handba
of' children’s clothing, in a sixth

Ttalked to some German prison
and the pits filled with

the SS men who were responsible for'i't. B‘}‘
f the SS men who had been employed in this
camp he said that the wholesale extermination of people was the work not of th(‘l’
, that is to say, of the Gestapo_ The‘(;estapo says that the SS dld
i urnt the bodies, or‘which of thém simply di
the killing, which of them tore the

footwear from the feet of their victims, or sort-
ed'the women’s underclothing and the children’

vast clothing store I think to myself that a nation which gave birth to those who
did this must, and will, bear full responsibility

3.

Thaverelated the history of the Lublin
scribed what it looks like now. I shall ng
Witniesses with whom T have spoken, The;i
nce that ]
I had occasion
t'of the prison

“Extermination €amp” and havede- v
W deal with the evidence given by the
T testimony constitutes , perhaps, only
ater-on will serve as material for ’?he
to speak with Dr. Barichev, a Russx.an
er of war camp hospital, and also with

vestigation Commission,
Prisoner of war, head docto:
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of the Exiermination Camp. la

5 M"‘i"' Grubecki, engineer and member

i i { Lublin whose two sons

: 5 ? Cazimierz Korczak, a cilizen O o sons,

The Lublin Exierminalion Cemp. The “Road of Death”—the pr‘*,ﬂa!ed Maazllial’:, S eaoand e o o, e T
load—[&ding fo the fumnaces in which their bodiss were cr€ in the camp.




Footwaar belonging to. victims of the caﬁp.

the assistant doctor of the same hospital, with civilian engineers and workers
employed in building the camp, with civilian prisoners and prisoners of war, and
also with SS men who have served as camp guards. Erom the conversations I had
with all these people I obtained a general picture of the life of the “Extermina-
tion Camp,” and this I must describe here. '

The first premise on which the SS men who ruled over this camp based their
actions was the following: everybody who comes to this camp, whether pris-
oner of war or civilian prisoner, whether Russian, Ukrainian, Pole, Byelorus-
sian, Jew, French, Greek, and so on and so forth, will be put tp death sooner
or later; he will never leave this camp alive to tell what goes on here. This
fundamental premise determined both the behaviour of the guards and the
methods adopted to exterminate the prisoners. “Dead men tell no tales.” They
cannot give details or confirm these details with documentary proof. Conse-
quently, there would be no proof, and this was the main thing according to the
Germans. : .

Of course, it was to be expected that rumours about the camp being a death
camp would spread among the surrounding population, but this did not trouble
the Germans. They felt at home in Poland. For them the “Governor-Generalship

of Poland” was a land which they had conquered forever. Those who remained

alive in that land must first of all stand in fear of the Germans, and for that rea-
son the latter even deemed it desirable that the frightful rumours about the Lub-
lin Camp should. spread throughout all Poland. The stench of decaying bodies
that emanated from the camp, particularly on those days when large parties were
exterminated, the stench that spread over the countryside and compelled even
the people living in Lublin to cover their faces with their handkerchiefs, terri-
fied the surrounding inhabitants. This was intended to impress the entire popu-
lation of Poland with the power of the German rule and with the horrors to which
they would be subjected if they took it into their heads to resist. The column of
smoke which for weeks and months rose from the tall chimney stack of the main
crematorium was seen a long way off, but even this did not disturb the Germans,
Like the stench of decaying corpses, this frightful beacon was to serve as a ter-
rible warning. Everybody saw columns of people numbering many thousands

- wending their way along the Cholm Road and entering the gates of the Lublin

Camp never toreturn—and this too was to serve as evidence of the power of the
Germans who could do anything they pleased with impunity. i

* I would like to commence my story with the most “humane” instl.tutxon in
the camp—the camp hospital, In conformity with the strictest medical rules
everybody who entered the camp was sent to this hospital for twenty-one days
quarantine before being sent to the common barracks. From the point of view
of medical science this was absolutely the correct thing to do; but to this only one
detail must be added: in conformity with the orders of the Camp Commandant,
all the prisoners of war who were put in quarantine here were, yithout exception,

" placed in the wards occupied by patients suffering from acute tube_rculosis. In

every tuberculosis ward, already frightfully congested and containing no less
than two hundred severely sick patients, another two hundred prisoners of war
were crammed. If we take this tiny detail into consideration we shall not be
surprised to learn that of the persons who died a so-called “natural death,” from
seventy to eighty per cent died of tuberculosis.

13
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Virtually, the hospital was only a department of the “Extermination Camp.”
‘Here the Germans employed killing methods that were sometimes more expedi-
tious than those employed in the common barracks. As for their killing methods
in general, these were extremely diverse, and progressively increased in diversity
as the camp grew. : :

The first place where wholesale extermination was practised was a wooden

T —t'""a
. Y {
|

om

shed that was put up when building operations at the camp had only just com- «

.menced. It stood between two rows of barbed wire entanglements. A wooden beam
stretched from one end of the shed to the other from which eight leather nooses
constantly hung. Here those who had become too weak to work were put to
«death. In the early stages there was a shortage of labour at the camp and the SS
‘men did not put people to death merely for fun. They did not kill the able-bo-

died. They hanged only those who had become enfeebled by hunger and disease.

In this respect prisoners of war enjoyed a certain privilege. In this shed only
-civilian prisoners were hung. Prisoners of war who had become too feeble

- to work were taken outside the camp in batches and shot. Prisoners of war

were hung only when there was not enough to make a whole party and it
did not pay to take one or two men out into the woods and shoot them. On
:such occasions, one or two prisoners of war were hung together with civilian
prisoners. (2 : :

Soon the first primitive crematoriuvm with two furndces, to which I have al-
ready referred, was completed. The building of the gas chamber was somewhat
«delayed and it was not yet finished. In that period the principal method of ex-
terminating the sick and the feeble was the following: there was a 1small ante-
room attached to the crematorium with a very narrow and low door, so low that
when a person entered it he was obliged to lower his head. Two SS men stood at
«ach side of the door armed with short, heavy iron rods. As the person entering
“the room lowered his head, one of the S5 men struck him across the back of
‘his neck with therod. If he missed his aim for somereason the other SS man
struck at the victim. If the latter was not killed but only stunned by the
blow it made no difference.’ The fallen man was deemed to be dead -and
was. thrown into the furnace. I must say that, in general, the rule of the

.camp was: anybody who falls to the ground and cagnot rise is deemed
to be dead. ; :

Another method of killing was to leave exhausted people out in the cold for-

.many hours. To this must be added the so-called evening physical exercise.Dur-
ing this exercise people who were in a general state of exhaustion and wearied

 to the utmost by a hard day’s work were compelled, after evening roll-call, to
.run for an hour and a half, up to their knees in mud in the autumn, in the snow
in the winter, or in the heat of summer, round and round:their bl(;ck in a cir-
-cumference of very mirch over a kilometre. In the morning dead bo’(ﬁes were
found lying near the fence all round the block,

These were, so to speak, the common, everyday méthods of killing. But the
,savage beasts who had alrcady tasted human blogd were not satisfied with this-
"To them the killing of their victims was not only a duty, but a form of enter-

tainment. I shall not speak of the “jokes” that were ordinarily indulged in at all
‘the German camps, that is to say, the sniping of prisoners from watch towers and

the beating to death of hundreds of starving people when they rushed Kok :

-4

‘end, having had their bit of fun, the Germans shot him,

itup and threw it again, and so on, five times. After the

to snatch up some bones thrown to them. Here we shall \merely describe some of

the specific “jokes” indulged in at the Lublin Camp. : e
R The first “joke” was that an SS man would go up to a prisoner and accuse him

of having infringed camp regulations for which he was to be shot. The prisoner

“was placed against the wall and the SS man put the muzzle of his revalver to his.

forehead. In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred the victim would'close'hls oy £
anticipation of. the shot. The SS man would then fire into tl}e air wt_hxle anoth_er
SS man would strike the prisoner a hard blow on the tgmple with a stick.The pris-
oner would drop to the ground unconscious. When he came to several momentsz
later and opened his eyes the SS men standing around him would lau§h and sa; £
“There you are, you are in heaven now ! Even here there are Germans: %‘_)u:aﬂ (;;.
get away from them!” As a rule the victim’s skull was cracked and blee ing z;!lll
the man was unable to rise. He was therefore deemed to be done for and in the
“Joke” No. 2 was connected with a large pool in one of the camp b:}rracks. A
prisoner who was deemed to have infringed the regulations was smppedda}nd
thrown into this pool. The victim would try to get out, but the SS men standing
around would kick him back into the water with their heavy boots. If he suc-

 ceeded in avoiding the kicks the man was allowed to get out, but he had

to submit to one more test: dress within three seconds. The 5SS men tm.led hﬁn
with their stop watches. Of course, the victim could not dress 1n the tlune- he
was thrown back into the pool and the torture -went on until, at last, he
Siovned, deemed
“Joke” No. 3 consisted of the following: a person who was eafeuSe:i)
have infringed the regulations was taken to a gleaming ‘["b“e maniet
for wringing clothes and compelled to place the ends of his fingers ; e "E"t’;’l
the two rubber rollers, One of the SS men would then turn the handle Ay
mangle until the victim’s arm was drawn between the rollers up to the elbow.
The shrieks of the victim provided the entertainment for his tormentors.

Naturally, a pian with a crushed arm was unfit for work and, as such, was put

to death. ’ tised
The “jokes” enummerated above were, 50 to speak, tho COMINOE S o pm;: -

at this camp, but each SS man had his own favourite jokes. I shan G ?11'1 z (3116
example, testified to by two witnesses. One day an S5 man who wa:b guz;rn :;lgt e 2
Prisoners employed on building the improved crematorium, a lad v °‘11 thi s: i
years of age, without any cause whatever, went up to one of the e]:ih' eacross
best looking of the workers, ordered him to lower his head-and struck him Fais
the neck with all his might with a club, When the man fell the S5 e
two ther prisoners to take him by the legs and to drag him along ﬂt: gfo o
face downwards in order to bring him to. The man was dragged along e nl)

ground for about a hundred metres, but he did not come to, he lay .motlondc; >
The SS man then picked up a cement pipe of the kind that was being used lor

. 52y S \ trate man’s back. He picked
drains and hurled it with all his might upon the prostra ?‘1 e e

ground writhed in agony, after the second he became motionless again. After the

fifth blow the SS man ordered the body to be turned face upwards and opened thtta
eyelids with a stick. A'ssuring himself that the man was degd the SS man spat
out, lit a cigarette and walked away as if nothing had happened. This was no
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an exceptional case of a young fiend yielding to perverted passion. In the’

autumn and winter of 1943 every SS man i i : z
boast of having killeéd no less t‘;ern five priszgl‘::d;ll:?ngﬂthque the thmg 59
I would like to say a few words about the women. In some s g“;f,n o

“ten thousand were confined in this camp. They were kept und mz;?] terris
tions as the men, the only difference being that they were g“a:fled i gc cont L
Twill tell you something about one of these furies who had th T
and was the senior wardress in the women’s barracks. Unfox'tune ralnk of sergeant
um?ble to ascertain -her name. The Russian prisoners called } ate“y, oae be::
This “lagerseerka” was never seen without her pettsche, or whi e’;"h. lagerseerka.
two metres long, of thick wire with a coating of rul’)ber anl:l lls was athoyg,
~over that. She was a lean ugly hag, distinguished for her sa d.a eather coating
sexual abnormality, and was half insane. During morni 151:11 ] i
call she would pick out from among the emaciated e ﬁ and evening roll-
who had most preserved some traces of beauty and for no reas Susted wometi-ano
about her breasts with the thong. When the victim fell to the - 12¢hed her
of the blow the “lagerseerka” struck her a second blow betw. ARG

_kicked her in the same plade with her hobnailed boot % Ty thelegs and then
treated was unable to rise and crawled around for soq iu
blood. After one or two experiences of. this kind o
soon died. It is hard to talk about this. One can 6::;01!1
creature, anclll tll)le thousands of her ilk, will be named
is to say, will'be compelled to b
ment ti’ey' deserve. : o8 at least one hundredth Part of the punish-

Up till now we have talked about t :
in the camp for a more or less lengt]]:; ;o:l-ti:-i a;gtd:li‘i;hc‘;;thom who hafl been
a_real slau'ghter house, and many people perished here § P near Lublin was
r‘;" eﬁl During tl:fdﬂ::f "T};:’ars s fliiia Mediately they ar-
of these came and died. They came t
the tractor .engines were stzrted i Z:.l;:,ﬁfﬂfggf ﬁt{l::’::g &very day. At night
and the shrieks of those who were being shot. When those tre of tommy-gun fire
to work everybody knew that the hour of death had arrived fi S snes et
ple: I'shall say a few words about dne of these shootings t(;: thousands of peo-
whE:h.ito_ok l11)lace on November 3, 1943, 185, Me largest of them,
arly in the morning of that day th i
surrounded by a doublg ring of Gg;ta;oe::el: %l;i:: :vhtsé;‘:]’ﬁ and the camp was
camp passed an endless column' of people, walking five 3131'&:2:3‘%1 tl]];?ugh th}c:
, holding eac

other by the arms. In all eighteen thousand
day. Half this number were men, the other IP;;;'F kel;zssed thmugh the camp that

dren up to the age of eight walked with the

lme leaving a trail of
€0 Were crippled and
y hope that this frightful
» found yng punished, that

| * From the German “Lageraufseherin”
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—camp overseeress.

ally the woman thus ;

existence hundreds of thousands '

A

: ;

These eighteen thousand people were shot near the new crematorium in the
openfield.Several trenches were dug, two metres wide and several hundred metreg
long. First all the victims were stripped naked and then forced to lie in a row
face downwards at the bottom of the trench. Then they were shot {from the edge
of the trench with tommy guns. Then another row of victims was compelled to
lie on the first, and these too were shot. And this went on until the trench was
filled. The survivors then covered the trench with earth and went off to the next
trench where they themselves were shot. Only the last row of victims was cov-

ered up by the Gestapo men. Only a thin layer of earth covered the graves,

Next day the Germans- disinterred the corpses and with unprecedented haste
burnt them in the newly built crematorium. Thus, in one day, the Germans
killed eighteen thousand people.

In conclusion reference must be made to two Germans, or rather to a Ger-
man man and a German woman, who have been taken prisoner. The man had a
direct and the weman an indirect connection with what took place at the death

' camp. The man’s name is Theodor Schollen. He has not yet met with the punish-

ment he deserves. He is still alive. He is forty-one years old. He was born in
Diisseldorf. In 1937 he joined the National Socialist Party and a unit of the
SS. In July, 1942, he arrived at the Lublin Camp and there became a Rotten-
fiihrer of the SS. He is a butcher by trade and had been employed at a Berlin

_ meat packing plant. In the camp he was employed as a storekeeper. It was his
duty to strip the prisoners when they came into the camp; to search them and

strip them of the clothes in which they came befote they were sent to the gas
chamber. He says that he was only a storekeeper and that he joined the SS
by mistake when he was drunk. He says that he was exceptionally kind to
the prisoners, and he wept when confronted with witnesses who had been in
his hands and who reminded him how he, with the aid of a mechanic’s wrench,
had torn the teeth out of prisoners’ jaws in search of precious stones which might
have been hidden in the hollows, and had torn the gold crowns from his victims’
teeth, as this gold did not go into the official list and could be appropriated by
himself. He swears that he was only a sergeant of the SS and that it was the
'SD, that is to say, the Gestapo, who killed people. Utterly exposed, l'le lies
and weeps such large tears that simple people might even believe him for
the first few moments. :

Such is the man. Here is the woman. Her name is Edith Schosteck. Sl}e
is twenty-one, and comes from Central Germany. She arrived in the Lublin
Camp two years ago in conformity with the law according to which German
girls on reaching the age of nineteen are obliged to work for the benefit of the
state. She came for one year, but remained two years. She did not kill and
did not beat women on the breasts with whips. She had been only a stenographer
working for the German director of the Lublin electric power station and her
hands were not stained with blood. But when we begin to interrogate her
more closely a slight circumstance comes to light: she and her sister, who
was also employed in Lublin, had received, as extra pay, articles from the
gh“tly clothing store to which I referred above. From this store she and l.xer
sister had received lace and shoes. Others, perhaps, received underf:lothlng
and dresses. Others again, who had children, received children’s shirts and
shoes taken from murdered children. 2

2-1710 g : \ 17



— =20

e ——— =

/

And so the last link i fitted into the chain that includes the whole of Ger-
many. ‘At one end of this chain is the butcher Theodor Schollen who tore the
teeth out of people’s jaws and then pushed the people into the murder chamber,
and‘at the other end is Edith Schoesteck who only received the belongings of
.the victims in payment for her work. These two are at different ends of the
chain, but the chain constitutes one whele. Some may have to answer more
others less, but all will have to answer for these crimes. Let them not try t(;
throw the blame upon each other. Let them understand once and for all: all

must answer for these crimes.

Ist Byelorussian Front

)
e )

' COMMUNIQUE OF THE POLPRESS AGENCY

At the Majdanek Extermination Camp, near Lublin, the German
invaders carried out the wholesale extermination of Soviet prisoners

of war and of Polish, French, Bohemian, Jewish, Belgian, Hungarian, .

Serbian, Greek civilian prisoners and prisoners of other European nation-
alities confined in that camp. \ ,

In view of the fact that in this camp the Germans carried out the
wholesale massacre and murder of Soviet prisoners of war, the Polish
Committee of National Liberation made the following proposal to the
Soviet Government: that a Polish-Soviet Extraordinary Commission
be set up for the purpose of investigating the German atrocities in Lub-
lin, and that the Soviet Government should appoint its representatives
to it. The Government of the U.S.S.R. accepted this proposal and on its
part appointed Professor N. I. Graschenkov, Professor V. I. Prozorovsky
and D. I. Kudryavtsev as members of the commission. !

The Polish-Soviet Extraordinary Commission, consisting of Mr.

. Witos, Vice-Chairman of the Polish Committee of National Liberation,
Chairman of the Commission, and of the Rev. Dr. Kruszynski, Profes-
sor Bialkowski, Procurator of the Appeal Court Balcerzak, Professor of

- Medical Jurisprudence Szyling-Syngalewicz, Dr. Sommerstein, member
’ of the Polish Committee of National Liheration (representing Poland),

and Professor V. I. Prozorovsky, Professor N. I. Graschenkov and
D. I. Kudryavtsev (representing the U.S.S.R.), has begun to investigate

the German fascist atrocities in Lublin with the object of establishing,

the identity 'of and revealing the organizers. and direct executors
of these crimes.



‘Altrock and also stated that it was strictly

STATEMENT BY LIEUTENANT GENERAL MOSER,
EX-OBERFELDKOMMAN[})AI‘;§ 372 OF THE CITY OF
LUBL
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To the Command of the Red Army

Moser, Lieutenant General, : -
ex-Oberfeldkommandant 372
of the City of Lublin.

Statement

X, Hilmar Moser, was born in 1880, in Langenorla, Roda District. I hav

scrved in the German Army since 1902. I w45 promoted to the rank of Major
General in 1935 and to the rank of Lieutenant General in 1942. For my fight-

ing services I have been awarded all the marks of distinction prevalent in

. Germany.

For forty-two years I have always been 5p honest soldier,
in two world wars, and have been severely wounded.

I have no reasons for hushing or covering up the heinous crimes commit-
ted by Hitler, and I regard it as my duty 1o tell the whole truth about the
so-called “Extermination Camp” the Hitlexjtes established, along the Cholm
Road, near Lublin.

, At the end of November 1942, I arrived
mandant of 0.F.K. 372.

About three weeks later my predecessor~_g
ferred further East together with his 0.F.x.

While transferring his affairs to me, he ynformed me that there was a con-
centration camp in Lublin subordinate tq the S.D. He stated further that
in conformity with Army orders, the Commandant of the 0.F.K., represent-
ing the armed forces, was strictly forbi
enquiries about what went on there.

Soon after this, General of Infantry Heynicke, the Commander of the Ge-

neralgouvernement Military Area,to whomy the Oberfeldkommandantur was
subordinate, arrived in Lublin. A

He repeated the order which had been

have taken part

in Lublin in the capacity of Com-

eneral von Altrock—was trans-

dden o visit this camp or to make any

communicated to me by General
forbidden to display any curios-
ntration camp.

20 J 3 :

ity concerning what took place in the conce
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- RE - . Passports belonging ‘to victims of the Extermination Camp.

‘ of gas.

* Among other things he said: “Things there are like red hot iron, which

- must not be touched.”
*  During the first period of my activities I travelled a great deal in order
to make myself familiar with the area under my charge. I tried to obtain fur-
ther information about the concentration camp and learned the following:

The camp stretched for several kilometres along the southern side of the
Cholm Road and was several kilometres deep. I believe that its area was
about thirty square kilometres.Several branch railways led direct to the camp
from the main railway station. The c#mp was surrounded by an ordinary
barbed wire fence, outside of which a strong guard was posted: . '

How long the camp had been in existence, I do not know, but I do know
that during my stay in Lublin it was considerably enlarged.

While choosing positions for the defence zones of the “Lublin Fortified
Area” which ran along the eastern border of the concentration camp (out-
side the fence), I and other officers who were superintending the work, once
penetrated beyond the outer fence of the camp for about thirty metres.

I had no intention of inspecting the camp because, as I have already said,

~ this was strictly forbidden by the higher authorities.

Nevertheless, I learned a great deal about what was taking place at the
camp. . 4

Everybody in Lublin called this camp the Concentration Camp, or Jew-
ish Camp, because, at first, it was mainly Jews who were confined there.
Subsequently, representatives of the most diverse nationalities, so-called
political criminals, among whom were Germans, were confined there. -

In the winter of 1943-44 a large number of the prisoners—among whom, to
my great indignation, were women and children —were exterminated there.

The number killed was round about 100,000.

Part of the unfortunate people were shot and part put to dcath by means

Furthermore, I was told more than once that condemned people in the
Extermination Camp were compelled to perform extremely heavy work,
far beyond their strength, and were goaded on by extremely cruel beatings.

I learned with indignation that before they were put to death the prison-
ers in this camp were tortured and tormented.

Last spring, an incalculable number of corpses were exhumed and.bumt
in furnaces especially built for the purpose, evidently with the object of
wiping out the traces of the crimes committed by Hitler’s orders.

These huge furnaces were built of bricks and iron and constituted a cre-
matorium of a large capacity. Often the stench from the corpses reached the
city, at least the east end of it, and consequently, even less informed people
realized what was going on in that frightful place.

I obtained information about this frightful camp in conversation with the
following persons: General von Altrock—my predecessor as Oberfeldkom-
mandant: General Renner—ex-Commander of the 174th Reserve Division in
Lublin; Major Gleisner —Commander of the 99lst Landesschutzenbataillon;
Dr. Klaus and Dr. Osor—Chiefs of the District Department of Food and Agri-
culture, and Major Hartmann, who for nearly five years had been my adju.
tant and confidential agent, g

'3



S R

Fuumilo of p. 1 of Lieutenant General Moser’s .Statement on t.ho Lublin
: «Extermination Camp.” 2

/ U, 6 /eré M

/{'ﬁt/d@ /L ‘Z(‘r .’qu

Facsimile of p. 6 of Lieatenant General Mour
“Exterxmnnnon Camp.

St#tement on the Lublin




I, myself, requested Major Hartmann to ascertain what was going on at
the camp, and he kept me well informed. ; '

The information I'received from other persons was eloquently supplement-
ed by the unbearable stench of corpses which reached my nostrils more than
once. ' -

. I cannot find words with which to express my indignation at these unprec-
edented crimes, and I am convinced that every decent German will repudi-
ate the government which issued orders for this organized, wholesale murder.

The fact that the activities of the Extermination Camp were directed by
the Hitler government is proved by the visit Himmler himself paid to the
camp when he came to Lublin in the summer of 1943. >

Iconsider it my bounden duty asa Generaland a soldier of forty-two years’
seryice, who has participated in two world wars,who has been severely wound-
ed and, finally, as the last Oberfeldkommandant of the Lublin District, to
help to secure the fullest exposure of all the unprecedented crimes that were
committed in the concentration camp. I call upoﬂ the soldiers of the Wehr-

macht who served in Lublin under my command to give all the information

in. their possession concerning the crimes committed in the Lublin Extermi-
nation Camp.

MOSER

£hEas Lieutenant General
. 29th of August, 1944.

Bayerische
Slaatsbibllothek
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. I, myself, requested Major Hartmann to ascertain what was going on at
the camp, and he kept me well informed.

The information I received from other persons was eloquently supplement-
ed by the unbearable stench of corpses which reached my nostrils more than
once. : -

. I cannot find words with which to express my indignation at these unprec-
edented crimes, and I am convinced that every decent German will repudi-
ate the government which issued orders for this organized, wholesale murder.

The fact that the activities of the Extermination Camp were directed by
the Hitler government is proved by the visit Himmler himself paid to the
camp when he came to Lublin in the summer of 1943. x

I'consider it my bounden duty asa General and a soldier of forty-two years’
seryice, who has participated in two world wars,who has been severely wound-
ed and, finally, as the last Oberfeldkommandant of the Lublin District, to
help to secure the fullest exposure of all the unprecedented crimes that were
committed in the concentration camp. I call upon the soldiers of the Wehr-
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